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Bristol Brass & Copper relocating

By ANNE GRUNDON
Bristol Herald Courier

Bristol Brass & Copper, which began local

operations in Bristol Tennessee 10 years ago‘

is relocating to Bristol Virginia.

The move, announced Thursday, will cost $4
million and is expected to result in 50 new
JObS company officials said. -

* Virginia has allocated $175,000 from the
Governor’s Opportunity Fund for construction
of a 60,000-square-foot manufacturing facility
at the site of the old Coal Technology Corp.
building on Thomas Road.

Busmess plans move
across the state line

Bristol Virginia plans to contribute another
$200,000 toward the project, Mayor Doug
Weberling said.

“In Virginia, we understand one of the cru-
cial roles of government is to provide the envi-
ronment that will ‘allow the private sector to
grow and prosper,” Mark R. Kilduff, executive
director of the Virginia Economic Development

Partnershlp, sald as he preSented Bristol

Brass officials with a flag of Virginia.

“I hope you will fly this over your office to
- let everyone know that Virginia is open for:
business.”

Randy Coleman Bristol Brass & Copper’s
owner and president, started the company on
Melrose Street in 1991 with just six employ-
ees. Although new to Bristol, it was a rebirth
of a 185-year-old Dutch company, said Execu-
tive Vice President Mike Stollings.

Three years later, Coleman purchased the
old Burlington Industries building on West

See RELOCATING, Page 15A

Brissol Bress I Coppe

‘Bristol
Brass has
challenged
the para-
digm that

fine-quality

~ brassware
only comes
from Eu-
rope.”

— Mike
Stollings

Andre Teague/Bristol Herald Courier

Bristol Brass & Copper Executive Vice
President Mike Stollings speaks at a
. news conference Thursday.
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City—backed

Y deal detailed

BY MIKE STILL
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Va. — The City
Council could consider next
month borrowing $2 million
to allow transfer of the Bris-
tol Brass and Copper factory
site to a follow-on business.

The council held a public
hearing Tuesday on the pro-
posal, in which the -city
would borrow the money to
buy the site from its former
owner and then have Cross
Stone Products assume the
loan payments for five years.:

City Manager Paul Span-
gler said the city, Cross Stone
and Bristol

Brass have «
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when Bristol Brass and

Copper decided to move its
ornamental container man-
ufacturing business from
the Tennessee side of town.
Over the past 18 months,
Spangler said, Bristol Brass
had been working with the
state Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality to
arrange a plan to clean up
fuel storage tanks on the

site. The DEQ is finishing its -

evaluation of the cleanup
effort, he said.

Cross Stone, led by former
Bristol Brass Vice President
Mike Stollings and a group
of investors, would pay the
entire debt service for the

See LOAN, Page A5
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loan along with annual pay-
ments equal to the real estate
and machinery and tools
taxes for the facility for five
years, Spangler said.

Cross Stone also would
have an option to buy the
site during the five-year
period, or it could choose to
move out after paying the
debt and leave the facility in
city ownership.

Mayor Jerry Wolfe, when
asked by resident Nancy
Marney what would happen
if Cross Stone decided or
was forced to leave after
paying off the loan, said the
city would own the property
and could market it to
another prospect.

The site is assessed at a
little more than $4 million,
according to city Economic
Development Committee
Executive Director Jerry
Brown.

“They’re trying to enter a
niche market — brass con-
tainers with logos of compa-
nies, colleges . and

-organizations,” Brown said.

“They only have about 40
employees right now, but
that could go up with the
right marketing effort.”
Bristol Brass employed
about 70 workers before sell-
ing its inventory and trans-
ferring contracts to Cross

Stone, Brown said.

The council will consider a
resolution authorizing the
plan in October.

In other business, the
council agreed to give the
Boys and Girls Club of Bris-
tol permission to build an
outdoor pavilion on property
it has leased from the city
since 1977.

The club’s executive direc-
tor, Eric Clark, asked the
council to consider either
donating the property - at
the corner of Piedmont
Avenue and Quarry Street —
to the club or allowing the
pavilion construction under
the terms of the existing
lease.

Clark said the pavilion —
funded with $25,000 in state
Community  Development
Block Grant funds allocated
by the city — will provide a
summertime place to feed
children attending the club.

The facility also will be
available to the neighbor-
hood around the club during
off hours, he said.

Mayor Wolfe thanked
Clark for presenting two
options, noting that donation
of the property would set a
precedent that the council
has tried to avoid.

Clark said construction
could start on the pavilion as
early as mid-October.
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