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ABINGDON, Va. — They call
her “Maw. ”Thatsays itall.. ;.
Golden Gertrude Elizabeth
Katherine White Cook, 87, is the

grandest mother of all today. She .
is the mother of an even 100 de-
scendents, the newest being three- .
week-old LaTonia Mae Jones, five . -
generations removed, whom “‘Ger:

tie” snuggles to her bosom us nat—
urally as if the. newborn were h

She can be justifiably proud ‘of

nine children of her own;:32 grands,

children, 49 great-grandchildre
and 10 great-great-grandchlldren

says this southern-borr
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The Rev. Robert Cross,

" - Who Married The Cooksi %/

: Sits On The Front Por#h Of His.Store,

Also The Site Of The Wedding Of He
-+ Gertie White-

. hair is pulled up on top of her head
- framing it in a halo, 50 o

That!s Gertie Cook good as
“ hard worker all my life, but Ive~

gold, with her only'wea lmess being

the corncob pipe she has smoked -
_since.1927 after a country doctor .-
» guggested it: to her'as a cure. for B

her asthma.:
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“She admits the pipe isn't domg -
much good any mote; old age has
; her In its grasp. Gertie clutches to *
cane .and, . even‘then, feels asi'
* though ber legs, swollen ‘with phle- -
‘bitis, are slipping out from- under ;-
:her, although she: still: tends to-a} -

arden, ‘ - | er * - she’ll respond - fn no uncertain
" termag that it is “‘the devil in a bots
" tle” and “the.blggest enemy the ,
| U S Has."

. that got her this far iy life. -

. very key to survival."

|" dren, born to a tenant farmer and

eult,
- squeeze in enough classes at seve-
" ral small ¢ounty schoolhouses to _

Jo shedly.

-t tie, a pint-sfzéd woman at four feet

ing woman whose grayxsh white -8 solution to any problem isa good

- stomach of food.” .

» :§D 1897, at homeinCllntwood Va. "

;¢ hood ‘sweetheart, Hénry Smith
vCook .In October 1912 at a country

41 hop‘ around and do what I "
can;"! Gertie says. “I've been a «
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kind of had to quit.””.. -
*But where the flesh is weak- B
ening, the spirit remains strong. .
v iGertie  won't soften  -her -
staunch beliefs in the way life
shonld be lived. Baptized a Chris-
tian'in Russell County’s Moccasin
Creek’too long ago for her to re-
member, she holds fast to truths
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"Asgk. her’ about lquor, "abnd” i

> She has no use for televxsnon or
radio but instead prefers settling
in at night with a copy of the Bible. "
- "It seems to me it’s a different
world now,’ she says, a quizzical
look spreading across her face.
“Neighborg never seem to have
time to visit neighbors ”o. .
‘It is'a difficult adjustment for
a wornan who grew up during an
era in which a close family was the

- Golden Gertie was bam Jan.
‘She was the oldest of ‘10 chile"

his wife, and took on her share of
matern‘l responsibilities early, .
after the family m0ved to Russell
County, Va, - ¥

Finding time for school among v
the daily drudgery of farmwork -
that paid 50 cents a day was diffi~ -
-but Gertie managed to

earn & fourth-grade education,

~ 1 can-read and-write and
count a Utt}e bit - she says unabac
- Shy of her lﬁth bxrthday, Ger-
10 inches tall, married a neighbor- -

* -store in Hansonville, Va., about a -
" dozen miles from the home she

,’ “rents now off Route 58 just outside




the town limits here. She excuses:
herself for marrying at such a ten- -
der age, saying, .“Sure, .I; oughta
.-been older, but I.was; younglandj.j
- didn’t have no mind.” . - -
‘ Less than a year later, the cou-

" ple gave birth to. \John -Turner
Cook, who, at age 71,5it§ with Ger-: e
- tle today during thls visit, along
with more than a half dozen other
relatives who have -gathbered. to
help her reminlsce and 10 sing
“Maw’ 8" praises. - i g
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..turns ‘ heri back. on them,” said
grandson’ Leonard Cook, ‘48, :who -
has kept up with the famxly 8 his~ ‘

3 said Frank's wife, Marga-
ret. "Not all- mothers~m-law are.‘
mean, youknow. - o
- +..*She taught me rellgmn and
how to be good to everybody elge.” "
. And what does Gertie Cook.
"think of herself as’'a mother who
has ‘weathered the joys and heart-
“aches brought on:by. four genera- v
tions of children? ‘I feel like I've. .
‘done all.1 can do. I’ve told them
the best I lmow how and now. it’a*»

“No matter how ‘bad the sltuaq
xon is with her children, she never

“Always truthfut;c : 2,
“est'is the way Leonard’s brother,’
;. Frank, . described his grand-
mother “'She's. always. willing to.
help with anykind of problem. 5




